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WARM HEARTH
In the Small Corners
Love is a Place
Dear friends,
Just in time for summer, eight new
residents got settled into their
forever home in the village of Arinj.
Bags are unpacked. The furniture is
finally all put together. The fruit
trees in the garden are bearing fruit.
Our new staﬀ members are trained
and building a life with our
residents. The residents from both
houses are forging new friendships.
And in the midst of it all, we have
welcomed so many of you into our second home in the last few months, either in the flesh or in spirit. It
has been a joy to share this unfolding dream in a tangible way with many of you. And you, in turn have
left an imprint upon our work. This unfolding and ongoing reciprocity between our residents and our
friends is an incredible thing to witness. Some of you have provided furniture or potted plants. Some of
you have facilitated staﬀ trainings and staﬀ support. Some of you blessed us with your presence on our
opening celebration day. And some of you have helped behind the scenes as we navigate this shift and
create new policies and structure. Thank you. Though I do not have the space to list all of your names,
they are part of the fabric of our work.
Love is once again a place, in Armenia, for Arame, Christine, Natasha, Hrach,, Armen, Jhanna, Gohar and
Artur. e.e. cummings wrote: “Love is a place & through this place of love move (with brightness of peace)
all places.” Through this place of love, you move. And we will share your names and stories with our
residents so that they can learn that there is a whole community of people supporting them, providing for
them, and loving them. Look at them (pictured above) on the opening day. I see in their eyes the “the
brightness of peace.” This is the gift you have given them.
Sincerely Yours,

Natalie Bryant-Rizzieri
Founder & Executive Director
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Your kindness sustains our residents, our
hearts and our home.
- Thank you to Lousine Stepanian for spending three weeks in
Armenia oﬀering professional psychological support to our staﬀ.
- Thank you to Bridget Brown who traveled to Armenia with
her family in April to love on our residents (old and new) and
train our new staﬀ. Your continued presence is a stronghold.

Janna (born in 1989)
Before coming to Warm
Hearth, Jhanna lived at the
Kapan Special School for 8
years. She attended the Nork
School for Deaf and Mute.
Jhanna loves communicating
and interacting with people
through writing and gestures.
Jhanna has been described as
“full of aspirations”. She finds
joy in embroidery and knitting.
She is also an artist and her
drawings have a special role in
her life. Much of her inner life
is communicated through art.
One of Jhanna’s favorite day
rhythms is watching the 5:00
pm news. We have no
information about her family.

- Thank you to SOAR for facilitating the shipment of new
furniture for both houses and to all of the volunteers who worked
to coordinate this eﬀort and gift. The residents were overjoyed.
- Thank you to Juliet Setian for traveling to Armenia to assist
with and witness the opening. You were a co-conspirator of joy!
- Thank you Elen Zohrabyan for documenting the homecoming
of our new residents with her photographs and short video which
can be viewed on our website under “See & Listen” (Warm
Hearth Arinj). Your gift will help us remember, forever, the joy.
- Thanks to each of you for making all this beauty possible.

*******************************
Our 2018 Goals: sustainable
and loving care for our
residents and two forever
homes that are increasingly
independent.
Friends of Warm Hearth, Inc.
PO 1081
Flagstaff AZ 86002
T. (928) 607.7025
www.friendsofwarmhearth.orgi
nfo@friendsofwarmhearth.org
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