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Surely & Quickly 
When I was in Armenia last year, I 
traveled with the residents and staff 
to the town of Kapan, which is 
where some of our first group of 
residents were living when we 
opened.  We went to remember, to 
behold our beginnings in our hands, 
and to celebrate what has come to 
pass.  And there was so much to 
celebrate that we were not even on 
the lookout for anything else.  But 
while we were there, we went to the 
orphanage where some of our 
residents had lived.  We thought it would be a simple visit, but while we were there, something happened.  
We gathered around to share chocolates, skits and songs with the orphans who live there.  We learned 
that they were destined for the institutions and had outgrown the orphanage.  We saw the need in their 
eyes, which has less to do with four walls and a roof over one’s head and more to do with love and peace 
and a forever home.  And it happened.  One of our staff members walked up to me and said, “We have to 
open another home.  Do you see these people?  We have so much to give them.”  We have so much to give 
them, yes, and we have just as much to receive.  How profound it was to be invited by one of our staff into 
the next season of this work, to be the one who supports rather than initiates a second home.  This is 
what I have longed for—to see this movement take root in Armenian soil so that it lasts and lives beyond 
its humble beginnings.  We have been planning and saving for the opening of our second home for some 
time, and when we saw these people face-to-face, we passed the point of no return.  You don’t plan for 
love.  You don’t even plan for the possibility of love.  It just happens.  And then Love takes you by its hand 
and urges you forward surely and quickly.   

Sincerely Yours, 
Natalie Bryant-Rizzieri  
Founder & Executive Director
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WARM HEARTH 
In the Small Corners
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Your kindness sustains our residents, our 
hearts and our home.  

Our second home (pictured below) will open in May!  Initially, we 
will become a forever home to eight individuals from Kapan.  
Thanks to the generous gifts of Gogian Family Foundation, 
Kieckhefer Foundation and many of you, we have recently 
purchased a home in the village of Arinj.  We are in the midst of 
hiring and training new staff and inviting them into a paradigm 
wherein they have the opportunity to experience a mutually 
transformative relationship, a give and take.  We are sending out 
invitations for the opening ceremony.  We are all pouring 
ourselves out.  We are gathering resources together.  No matter 
how we grown and change, this is still a labor of love.  We look 
forward to watching this second home develop its own culture 
and harmony.  We look forward to getting to know our new 
residents—and learning their histories, dreams, idiosyncrasies, 
and their joys.  We look forward to the stories that will be told 
and the songs that will be sung as we gather around the hearth of 
our new home.  We will look forward to sharing them with you, 
as best we can.  
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New Residents 

We will be getting to know our 
new residents in this space 
over the coming years.   Every 
time we bring in someone 
new, we have the honor of 
witnessing their unfolding.  We 
watch them awaken to joy and 
to their diverse abilities.  We 
watch them learn to create art 
and beauty.  We witness and 
hold what was previously 
unholdable.  We hear their 
stories and then do our best to 
breathe new life into the 
corners of their hearts that 
have been locked up.  Perhaps 
that is what we look forward to 
most of all.   

*******************************
Our 2018 Goals: sustainable 
and loving care for our 
residents and two forever 
homes that are increasingly 
independent.  
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