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Tribute   
As you all know, we celebrated our 
ten-year anniversary in August.  
 
What a joy it has been to witness the 
unfolding of this labor of love, to 
behold such bravery in our staff and 
community, to see our residents grow 
and change and heal and laugh.  While 
I could not be present for the 
celebration, I sent this tribute to our 
residents:

I have had the great pleasure and honor of knowing and loving the residents of Warm Hearth for a long 
time.  I think it is safe to say that we have grown up together. 

Roman, Gayane, Alina, Susanna, Yulia, Davit, Sassoon, Anna, Hasmik, Anahit, Armine, Agappy, Davo, and 
Arsen, you’re a part of my heart and my love for you runs so deep.  Some of you became family to me over 
12 years ago, when I met you in Kapan. Others of you became family to me when you first came to live in 
your forever home at Warm Hearth. However you became family to me, it is irrevocable. And my life is so 
much richer and better and full of love because of you. 

You show me what it means to live with courage and hope, with strength and vulnerability.  I celebrate ten 
years of Warm Hearth being open because of you – because you have a home, and a safe place and love in 
your life.  Today is your celebration. It’s a celebration of your home, the staff, all of the people who believe 
in you, all the people here today. And I know that each person here today will be blessed by each of you -- 
by what you have to give the world, by the sweetness and the beauty of your presence.  

Thank you to all of you for celebrating with us – for marking these ten amazing years. And these fourteen 
amazing individuals. 
 
Sincerely Yours, 
Natalie Bryant-Rizzieri  
Founder & Executive Director
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Your kindness sustains our residents, our 
hearts and our home.  

Musings from Maral Avakian (London): After spending two weeks 
volunteering at Warm Hearth, I am left with life-long memories 
of these incredible individuals.  I was touched by how welcoming 
the staff and residents were.  Their positive, kind and caring 
nature was truly inspiring!  They welcomed me into their home 
and I instantly felt at ease, as though I had known them for a 
long time.  The residents are gifted in weaving rugs, embroidery, 
painting and singing.  They loved to sing to me, recite poetry and 
show me their handiwork.  I was impressed by how happy and 
content the residents were and how the staff make it their 
priority to encourage them to build their skills and embrace their 
creativity.  I hope that the high quality, loving care that Warm 
Hearth provides can be replicated in Armenia so that more 
orphans with disabilities can be supported this way.  I would like 
to thank the residents and staff at Warm Hearth for sharing a 
glimpse of their beautiful lives with me.  I wish them all 
continued happiness and peace.  
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Yulia 

When I last saw Yulia, we had 
our most mutual and animated 
conversation to date.  She said 
that she was happy.  She told 
me that she shares a room with 
Hasmik, who her closest 
people are, that she loves 
painting and drawing, and 
what she had eaten that day.  
She said that she doesn’t have 
any problems at Warm Hearth.  
She said she liked going to the 
dentist.  And perhaps most 
telling, we laughed together — 
a testament to her deep joy.   

******************************* 

Our 2016 Goals: sustainable 
and loving care for our 
residents and a home that is 
increasingly independent.  

Friends of Warm Hearth, Inc.  
PO 1081 
Flagstaff AZ 86002 
T. (928) 607.7025 
 
www.friendsofwarmhearth.org 

info@friendsofwarmhearth.org 
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